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docility and authority. 


r~TirTfhTT God educates the world. It is not only 

seem to be thus t infallable principle which may 

one good custom^ principle stands out luminous 

.< corrupt a wor d Somy^^_^^P ^ 

the yiston P ^ he^ believes it to be the whole truth, 
possession o yeductio ad absurdum. Then the 

“i:"at “he opposite pole of thought is similarly 
principle a , ^ ^ succeeding school of thought ; 

l“ itt^!s”^ned Star it is not by either principle, 

’’“I'tk by ttifco*urercurr“ent, so to speak, of mind forces that 
we have been taught to rectify our notion of authority. 
Easily within living memory we were upon dangerous ground. 
We believed that authority was rested in persons, that 
arbitrary action became such persons, that slavish obedience 
was good tour /« autres. This theory of government we 
derived from our religion ; we believed in the “divine right” 
of kings and of parents because we believed that the very 
will of God was an arbitrary will. But we have been taught 
better ; we know now that authority is vested in the office 
and not in the person, that the moment it is treated as a 
personal attribute, it is forfeited. We know that a person in 
authority is a person authorised ; and that he who is 
authorised is under authority. The person under authority 
holds and fulfils a trust; in so far as he asserts himself, 
governs upon the impulse of his own will, he ceases to be 
authoritative and authorised and becomes arbitrary and 
autocratic. It is autocracy and arbitrary rule which must be 
enforced, at all points, by a penal code ; hence the confusion 
of thought which exists as to the connection between 
authority and punishment. The despot rules by terror ; he 
punishes right and left to uphold his zmauthorised sway. 
The person who is vested with authority, on the contrary, 
requires no rigours of the law to bolster him up, because 
Authority is behind him ; and before him, the corresponding 

principle of Docility. 

We will consider, later, in what practical ways the 
recognitions of these fundamental principles affects the 
government of a family and the relations between parents aR 


(To he conttfiued.) 


BOOKS. 


ana uo.; Canon Rawnsley has done a service for his country for which 
we, who work “ for the children’s sake,” are especially gratefuh He has 
pne gleaning on the fields of our little wars and brought home a sheaf of 
heroes , he has gone out with our ships and found heroes ; and at home in 
mine or factory, wherever there is dang’er, 


“(His) harvests there are the hearts of men 
That are swift to succour in time of need.” 

To rescue our heroes from oblivion, to make their names as household 
words and their deeds of ‘ ‘ derring-do ’ ’ a constant stimulus and food for the 
courage of the rest of us, this is, indeed, a thing worth doing; and Canon 
Kawnsley has the chief qualification for the work in his, to quote Mr. Watts' 
preface, “ deep and reverential admiration for affecting splendid self- 
sacrifice, even unto death, and for brave endeavours to save the lives of 
others, often unknown, and in no way connected save by the brotherhood 
of need The “sound/’ too, is a “just echo of the sense”; it is impossible 
not to be stirred by the heroic impulse of these “ Ballads.” The volume is 
a possession in which every boy and most girls would rejoice. 

Our Seven Homes. Autobiographical Reminiscences of Mrs. Rundle, 
Charles (Murray, 7/6). Our readers will take pleasure in the record of 
beautiful child-life and of the perfect relations between parents and child 
which Mrs. Charles unfolds. We feel as we read how fit it is that so 
perfect a childhood should have developed into so faultless and so 
serviceable a womanhood. All of us who have grown up upon the 
Schonberg Cotta Family, Winifred Bertram, Against the Stream, 
etc., etc., will find special pleasure in making the personal acquaintance 
of the author through this interesting volume. 

Cat a? 7 d Bird Stories from the Spectator (Fisher Unwin, 5/-). We 
cannot better express our opinion of this volume than in the following 
sentence from the introduction : “ Of the bird and other stories in the 
present volume little need be said except that they have a distinct 
scientific as well as a literary value. They are not merely good reading, 
but the record of important facts in Natural History.” The stories are 
delightful, a treasure trove to serve for talk and interest for many a day. 
We hope, too, that these tales will lead children to make observations for 
themselves, and lead to another volume of Cat and Bird Stories. 

Hans Brmker, or The Silver Skates, by M. P. Dodges, new Amsterdam 
Edition (Sampson, Low & Co., 7/6), We are delighted to see our old friend 
in so charming a dress. The illustrations are as instructive as they are 
picturesque. Type, paper, and binding are faultless. As for the story 
itself, those of us w'ho know Hans and his adventures have a sort 0 
personal reminiscence of Dutch life as if we ourselves had been born an 
brought up in Holland. The authoress, Mrs. Mary Mapes Dodges, says 
in her preface : “ Through the liberality of the publishers, this story o 
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OUR WORK. 


in a form more beautiful than ever before. Mr. 

Dutch hfe is now p iourney to Holland for the express purpose 

Allen B. Uogge «. edition «t the story, has done his work 

of illustrating fh'® . appreciative fidelity to nature.” 

with rare skill a"** „i„j and Body, by F. S. Hallowes 

Thraulr says : " fhe thonghts expressed in this 
(Partridge 5. •) orie-inality; they are sent forth for the help of 

plren™'™.' witrsmall means and smaller leisure cannot avail themselyes 
^ r. li.ri.er treatises on child training, in the hope that they may induce 
^ tl tLk ” We rejoice very much in this thoughtful little volume, 
rp^aldiLpeT^ve enough he put into the han_ds o, cottage parents 
and^very full of wise suggestions. For example . Do not command 
what you cannot enforce. Do not bully your children into submission. 
When once a thing is forbidden, keep your word We hope our readers 
will give it away freely among the “working parents of their 

^'"'HoTnTnts Live and Work, by E. Hughes-Gibb (Griffin & Co., 2/6, 
post free). We like Miss Hughes-Gibb’s book very much. The teacher 
using it, with plenty of illustrations, will succeed in giving her children an 
intelligent knowledge of the processes of planMife. The author does not 
confound simplicity with jocularity; she finds her subject so exceedingly 
interesting that she communicates her own interest to the children. 

Incidents in India, edited by F. W. Pitt (Kegan, Paul & Co.) A 
brightly written memoir of General Alexander’s career in India, and of 
the famous ist Bengal cavalry. The incidents of the Mutiny are always 
interesting, however horrible. Every chapter in this volume, for example, 
contains some record of heroism or fortitude that stirs the blood. 

The Daily Life of Women, by K. B. Sharman (S.P.C.K., 6d.) A 
very sensible, practical little book, reviewing home -making, motherhood, 
our children in school, and afterwards, mistress and maid. Of course, 
such short notices of so large subjects only give scope for a touch- 
and-go treatment, but the little book abounds in practical hints. 

Four Children, in Prose and Verse, by T. Webb (Macmillan, i/6). 
Mr. Trego Webb knows children. He appreciates their deliciousness, 
the simplicity and mystery that play “ bo-peep ” about the little folk. It 
is rather disappointing to have enjoyed the baby tales in prose, and 
to find the same tales done into graceful verse, but perhaps we cannot 
have too much of a good thing. 


OUR WORK. 

Natural History Club , — On Tuesday, February 9th, a meeting was 
held at Toynbee Hall, when Mrs. Franklin spoke to the Committee and 
hiends of the Children’s Country Holiday Fund on the possibility of 
inducing children sent away into the country to take some intelligent ^^od 
real interest in Nature, and by so doing, rendering their holiday not only 0 
physical but of mental and moral benefit, and of awakening in them a 
ove and reverence for Nature which should remain a source of joy 
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look well at a landscape until they have 

mind’s eye, and the pictures so obtained mav be to 

source of delieht that in Hull h i a y be to them an unending 

Ther™ -ney.; «r . 4i3.h '* 

life and pTant i e'^b" °b the reverence for life-animal 

^ life-by being encouraged to observe and to open their eves 
even in ever so small a degree, to the infinite wonder and myster^ 0^2 

sent from the“ 7 o'T"“f'"^ ^ well-known fact Lt Lildren 

sent from the London slums into the country think the country dull and 

nvanabiy find .heir way to .he nearee. .own or railway e.afir A tew 

bv^Miss*H be done in a very small way were drawn up 

nLht h ’’.^“'■^tor of the Whitechapel Museum, and these it is thought 
alrSdv '^‘thout involving a very great deal of trouble on the 

nected^whrir^^M/"*^ overburdened Country Visitors and others con- 
nected with the Children’s Country Holiday Fund. 

The suggestions were as follows 

the children gather a leaf of any four of the following trees 
Elm, Oak, Horse Chestnut, Sweet Chestnut, Lime, Larch, Scotch Fir, 
ycamore or Hawthorn. These leaves may be pressed between news- 
papers, fastened into the exercise book provided, and the children should 
be encouraged to write a short description of each of the four trees whose 
eaves they have chosen to press. Giving,— 

(1) The date of picking. 

(2) Ihe name of the place where the tree stands. 

(3) Any observations of their own about the surroundings of the 

tree and its general appearance. 

2. Four common flowers may be treated much in the same way. 

3. A sketch map might be made of the garden at the cottage where 
they are staying, with a short description of their favourite flowers. The 
position of these in the garden might be indicated in the map. 

4. Sketches might be made of four plants growing in a vegetable 
garden, with names and descriptions appended. 

5. The older children might keep a Nature Diary, noting down each 
day in their book their observations of the animals and plants they have 
seen, and wlierever possible giving a sketch of them, describing their 
walks, the scenery, the sky, the weather, and ground they are walking on. 

Caution , — You are strongly urged to discourage the children from 
making large collections of plants of which they know nothing. If prizes 
are given, they wall not be for bulk, but for such exhibits as give evidence 
of intelligence, observation, and careful handling. 

Prevefit by all 7neans in your fower the gathering of our ra^ er 
flowers. There is ample for the children to learn from the commoner 
trees and flowers. The reckless gathering and throwing away of these 
should be condemned. 

Ihe chair w'as taken by Canon Barnett, and after a good deal of discus 

of thanks to Mrs. Franklin. 


Sion, the meeting closed with a cordial vote 


